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loped Indology as a science to be systematically studied,
the Germans began by idealizing India and transform-
ing the East into a romantic fairyland of their own ima-
gination. It was only very much later that Germans
with their proverbial thoroughness took up Indology
as a science for its own sake, while, on the other hand,
the repressed desire of the Germans for a colonial em-
pire made them expound their far-fetched racial theo-
ries regarding an Indo-Aryan or Indo-Gerrnan or even
Indo-Teutonic race.

India was to the rising middle classes of Europe,
apart from being one of the main sources of their eco-
nomic prosperity, an escape from their own spiritual
narrowness, a protest against the limitation of a pure-
ly classical culture, the romantic dream of a timeless
and conflictless existence come true. From the very
beginning the response of European intellectuals to
India was coloured by their middle-class origin, the
wish-fulfilment of the Philistine or the inability of the
nineteenth-century rationalist to grasp anything that
did not fit in with his pre-arranged schemes and plans.
Indeed, both the romantic and rationalist attitude to-
wards India spring from the same source. For the
nineteenth century produced both the Utopian dream of
the infinite and the positivism of the scientific rationa-
list, both of them responded to India according to their
own beliefs and attitudes. For the dreamer India
became an escape from the scientific ugliness and hypo-
crisy of his age, a restatement of spiritual and moral values,
a symbol of the re-discovered human soul. For the
rationalist India was a 'backward' country stimulat-
ing him for social reform or political emancipation,